Setopress vs Elastocrepe in chronic venous ulceration.
Venous ulceration is a major problem, particularly in the elderly population. It causes stress to the patient and treatment can be time-consuming. Compression therapy is considered to be the most appropriate non-invasive treatment of venous ulcers. It is generally accepted that composite bandage systems are most efficacious using a long-stretch or short-stretch bandage system. The study reported has compared a long-stretch bandage (Setopress) with a short-stretch bandage (Elastocrepe) over a 16-week period in the treatment of patients with venous ulceration. The trial was a prospective, randomized, observer-blind, parallel group study. Thirty-two patients (male and female) with a total of 39 ulcers completed the trial. After 15 weeks, 11 of 19 ulcers treated with the long-stretch bandage and 7 of 20 ulcers treated with the short-stretch bandage had healed. The differences were not statistically significant. After 15 weeks, the ulcer healing rate for the long-stretch bandage was 58% compared with 35% for the short-stretch bandage. The combined proportion of ulcers healed or improved was statistically significantly greater in the long-stretch bandage group.